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THE CONNOISSEUR. 



the fire is passing from one to another until it 
reaches the chimneys at the top. 

One of the great secrets of Japanese art is that 
in decoration they know when to stop, and they 
are moderate and modest. 

As regards Japanese table ware, there is but 
little in this country that is not made for us. 
The cups in Japan never have handles; they 
never have saucers, and such a thing as a sugar 
bowl is not known to them, for they do not use 
sugar in their tea. 

The Japanese are very fond of using rural sub- 
jects for their decoration, and they are habitually 



given to placing appropriate inscriptions upon 
their cups and other choice articles. Various 
kinds of cups are used in drinking different 
fluids, and the Japanese intoxicants are so 
mild as -to be almost innocuous to Americans. 
The small earthen boxes often sold for jewel 
boxes, etc., are meant for incense. The flower 
vases are rough and unornamented, and they say 
that our highly decorated vases kill the colors 
of the flowers. 

The Japanese youths are taught how to ar- 
range flowers, and, in fact, there are schools for 
the purpose. 



TWO BITES OF A CHERRY. 

You know the old proverb 
(It's foolish — yes, very) 

That tells us we can't make 
Two bites of a cherry. 

But when cherries were ripe 

I met a maid merry, 
Who was willing to make 

Two bites of a cherry. 

Between her soft lips, then, . 

She placed the red berry, 
And we proved we could make 

Two bites of a cherry. 

You may have your rare wines, 
Port, claret, or sherry, 

But give me for nectar 
Two bites of a cherry. 



W. E. P. French. 




